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CETA IMPLEMENTATION IS PERFECT RIPOSTE TO ANTI-TRADE RHETORIC
TIME TO ACCELERATE TRADE AGENDA

Brussels, 21 September 2017 – The European spirits sector warmly welcomed the implementation of the CETA deal today, noting the importance of the action at a time when deal-making is under attack
“At last!  We are delighted that the long years of negotiations, legal scrubbing, translation and ratification come to a practical conclusion today.  Despite the nay-sayers, we strongly believe the CETA deal will bring long-term sustainable advantages to both Canadian and European citizens, consumers and businesses.” said Marie Audren, Director External Trade of spiritsEUROPE.
“The benefits of the deal will start being felt from today.  This is a very timely boost for advocates of open trade, at a time when some are looking for a more protectionist, insular approach.  We urge the European Union to build on this success, and to double-down on its trade agenda over the coming years.  The opportunity is clear, all it takes is political support and resources.
“We will continue to support an assertive, ambitious and accelerated EU trade strategy.  Indeed, our distilleries, their employees and suppliers all depend on it!”
- ENDS –

For further information, please contact:
	Marie Audren
Director External Trade
Mobile: + 32 (477) 582346
	Carole Brigaudeau 

Director Communications

Mobile: + 32 (486) 117199


NOTE TO EDITORS:

· spiritsEUROPE is the representative body for the spirits industry at European level comprising 31 association and 8 multinational members. 
· spiritsEUROPE is the representative body for the spirits industry at European level comprising 31 associations and 8 multinationals: www.spirits.eu. 
· Testimonials on the benefits of provisional implementation of the deal.

· 
Background information (specific arguments in favour of CETA, videos and data available) at www.cetanow.eu and @ceta_now.






