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Fighting alcohol-related harm: the spiritsEUROPE cocktail for success
Brussels, 19 April 2016 - Since the creation of the European Alcohol and Health Forum in 2007, spiritsEUROPE members have funded, supported and monitored over 400 initiatives aimed at reducing alcohol - related harm.  Today, spiritsEUROPE launches a report “Looking back to better look forward” (1) and hosts a workshop (2) to showcase these actions.
“Our cocktail for success is a mix of campaigns aimed at influencing culture and behaviour positively, targeted interventions promoting moderate consumption, and training activities on responsible marketing and serving of our products” said Paul Skehan, Director General of spiritsEUROPE (3).
The workshop will present some of the spirits sector’s 114 campaigns on drink-driving; 131 initiatives to promote responsible drinking; 76 education and awareness programmes to fight underage drinking; and 41 responsible serving and selling programmes - all run over the past decade.

What progress in harm data?
The latest WHO HBSC report (4) published on 15 March provides information about the health, well-being, social environment and health behaviour of 11, 13 and 15 year-olds across Europe.  “The 2014 HBSC results are very encouraging,” said Skehan.  The percentage of 15 year olds reporting first consumption at the age of 13 or younger declined by 32% between 2006 and 2014.  The percentage of 11, 13 and 15 years old who consume alcohol at least once a week has halved between 2002 and 2014.  Reporting drunkenness over life time is also on decrease for the three age groups.
“Fighting underage drinking across Europe remains a priority for us, requiring joint work among those who influence and shape minors’ attitudes, such as peers, parents and educators (5)” Skehan said, adding “This goes hand in hand with better enforcement by authorities of the legal purchase age.”
There are also clear improvements on the roads with a significant decrease in the number of road deaths over the last decade (6).  “We believe these positive trends are the result of a holistic approach combining strict enforcement of legislation, with regular, visible controls on the roads, deterrent penalties and awareness raising campaigns such as designated driver campaigns that have been running for years across Europe.”
“Although we see positive trends, there is still work to do.  Time alone does not change behaviours; it requires a shared vision as well as effort and persistence from us all and we will continue,” Paul Skehan concluded.
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(1) Report “Looking back to better look forward”

(2) Programme of the Workshop on 19 April 2016
(3) In his capacity as permanent representative of Skehan sprl, Director General of spiritsEUROPE
(4) The 2014 HBSC Survey:
· Every 4 years, a WHO study (HBSC- Health Behaviour in School-aged Children) is published on www.hbsc.org.  The latest report, published on 15 March 2016, comprises data from 220,000 young people in 42 countries in Europe and North America.
· The percentage of 15 year olds reporting first consumption at the age of 13 or younger declined by 32% between 2006 and 2014. 
· The percentage of 11, 13 and 15 year olds who consume alcohol at least once a week has halved between 2002 and 2014, i.e. from 4.7% to 2.9% for 11 year olds; from 11.6% to 5.9% for 13 year olds; and from 30% to 14.7% for 15 year olds.
· A 40% decrease in those reporting drunkenness at the age of 13 or younger, between 2006 and 2014.

· In 2014, 1% of 11 year olds, 5.4% of 13 year olds and 25% of 15 year olds reported drunkenness at least twice over their lifetime (i.e., between 2002 and 2014: a 61% decrease for 11 year olds / 52% decrease for 13 year olds / 28% decrease for 15 year olds).

(5) Contribution of alcohol education to reduce underage drinking (October 2015)
(6) Road traffic fatalities in Europe- EC press Release 31 March 2016 
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ETSC data for drink-drive.  2014 data based on 16 EU countries only
For additional information, please contact Paul Skehan: +32 (475) 388415 / skehan@spirits.eu 
For infographics:  @spiritsEUROPE
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For further information, please contact:
Paul Skehan, Director General: 
+ 32 (475) 388415, or alternatively 

Carole Brigaudeau, Director Communications: 

+ 32 (486) 117199


