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President von der Leyen:

Look at ways to strengthen the system of 

geographical indications…

our cultural, gastronomic and local heritage is 

preserved and certified as authentic across the 

world.

2019 mission letter to Commissioner Wojciechowski

Context



Farm-to-Fork strategy

(p. 12) … strengthen the legislative framework on 

geographical indications (GIs) and, where 

appropriate, include specific sustainability 

criteria

(p. 10) … improve agricultural rules that 

strengthen the position of farmers (e.g. 

producers of products with geographical 

indications), their cooperatives and producer 

organisations in the food supply chain

IP Action Plan 

(p.7) …the Commission will look at ways to 

strengthen, modernise, streamline and better 

enforce GIs for agricultural products, food, wines 

and spirits

IP Action Plan also committed to work on: 

“EU-wide protection of geographical indications for 

non-agricultural products”

Link to relevant Commission’ initiatives
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Evaluation report: 
Lessons learnt - Challenges

• Challenges in enforcement, notably on internet

• Sustainability concerns not sufficiently reflected in GI schemes

• GI producer groups lack powers to manage their GIs

• Low consumer recognition/understanding of GI schemes and GI logos

• Complex administration of application files

• Low number of registered TSGs

Link to evaluation report:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/cmef/products-

and-markets/gis-and-tsg-protected-eu_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/cmef/products-and-markets/gis-and-tsg-protected-eu_en


Feedback period: 15 January 2021 - 9 April 2021

302 replies received 

Link to open public consultation:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12664-Revision-of-the-EU-geographical-

indications-GI-systems-in-agricultural-products-and-foodstuffs-wines-and-spirit-drinks/public-consultation

Open public consultation
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Number of replies per MS (top 10)

IT FR ES DE GR BE AT PT RO PL

EU citizen 73

Business association 59

Company/business organisation 41

Other 40

Public authority 40

Non-governmental organisation (NGO) 22

Trade union 16

Academic/research institution 5

Non-EU citizen 3

Consumer organisation 2

Environmental organisation 1

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12664-Revision-of-the-EU-geographical-indications-GI-systems-in-agricultural-products-and-foodstuffs-wines-and-spirit-drinks/public-consultation


➢Preventing fraud and counterfeit (97% of respondents) 

➢Awareness of the logo (96% of respondents) 

➢Giving GI producer groups greater powers and responsibilities to manage, 

promote and enforce their GI (89% of respondents)

➢Maintaining and increasing sustainability (environmental, social and 

economic aspects) of GI products (87% of respondents) 

Open public consultation – Challenges



• Sustainability should not be imposed, but encouraged and accompanied (motivate, prepare and 

support the producers). 

• Graduated and flexible approach

• Information tools to raise awareness about the sustainability concept (e.g. workshops to 

exchange best practices, specific training courses, guides, methodological tools) and marketing 

strategies about its benefits

• Establishment of voluntary sustainability criteria and development of guidelines on how to 

implement them

• Easy amendment procedure to introduce elements of sustainability

• Separate – voluntary – certification system for sustainability considered by some MS. 

• Tools: e.g. GIview database; Compliance checks of sustainability requirements set out in 

specifications; FAO’s SAFA (Sustainability Assessment of Food and Agriculture Systems), link with 

specific types of interventions, catalogue of agri-environment-climate measures etc.

Questionnaire MS - GIs and Sustainability  
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Impact Assessment (1)

Overarching objective: ‘Strengthen the GI system to increase take-up of GIs

across the EU and replace the TSG scheme’

Specific objectives:

1. Improve protection and enforcement of GIs, incl. on the internet

2. Encourage GI producers to incorporate sustainability aspects

3. Empower GI producer groups for better management of GIs

4. Consumers to make better informed choices

5. Increase efficiency of GI registrations

6. Preserve traditional products and production methods



Situation

GIs already take sustainability into account on the 3 aspects

GI products are by definition linked to the natural factors and know-

how of producers in a specific geographical area.

However, they often seem under-exploited or not given

prominence…… and/or not visible to consumers.

Impact Assessment – sustainability (2)



Challenges

• Delicate balance of introducing sustainability aspects into traditional

production methods

• Low level of awareness, reluctance of producers; additional costs; capacity to

adapt technology; risk of absence of level playing field

• Sustainable techniques and tools are not easily accessible

Impact Assessment - sustainability (3)



Options

• Align to horizontal sustainability standards and labels

• Encourage producers to highlight existing ‘higher-sustainability’

• Encourage producer groups to define a higher standards, in a

form of sustainability commitment/statement

• Oblige producers to define GI sustainability standard in the

product specification

Impact Assessment - sustainability (4)
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https://www.tmdn.org/giview/



GIs data in GIview

• GIs applied for registration, published and registered in the EU (from

eAmbrosia) and

• Non-EU GIs protected in the EU and EU GIs protected outside the EU by

international agreements (from internal databases of DG AGRI)



e-Ambrosia /other 

databases

GI ID Card – What kind of data are included?
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GIs data in GIview

• As registered data, GIview already includes all the available information held

by DG AGRI (e.g. GI type, product type and category, status, reference to OJ

series).

• Extended data: product details, pictures of the GI products, maps of the GA,

contact data of control authorities/bodies and producer groups, sustainability,

etc. as soon as country authorities or producer groups provide these

information via the GIview Private area.











Thank you! 


