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spiritsEUROPE Celebrates 5 Successful Years of Labelling Commitment
In Europe, more spirit drink bottles than ever before feature consumer information on-

pack & online

Brussels, 26 June 2024 - Europe's spirits producers celebrate 5 successful years of delivering on their
commitment to provide energy information on labels while making ingredient lists available via
bespoke, product-specific e-labels. According to the latest Progress Report released today, more
than 70% of total volumes of spirits put on the EU market are now released in bottles featuring
energy-information on-pack. In parallel, the share of products with QR codes to access e-labels is
rising fast and expected to reach similar levels by the end of 2025.

The accomplishments are part of a multiannual voluntary agreement, known as the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on Consumer Information, which was facilitated by the European Commission
in 2019. The MoU offers clear guidance to producers on how to make nutrition information and
ingredient listings available to consumers for spirit drinks (which are not mandatory under current EU
regulation).

Commenting on the launch of the Progress Report, Ulrich Adam, Director General of spiritsEUROPE
said: “Now in its 5" year of implementation, the MoU is a tried and tested approach that has made a
real difference in terms of consumer information on the ground and has successfully mobilised a
growing number of producers large and small.”

“In addition, 2023 may well be labelled as the year when digital consumer information took off for real:
in Spain, we saw the share of spirit drinks with QR codes rise rapidly from 18% to 31% in a matter of
just eight months. The future is clearly digital — and the MoU approach demonstrates how digital
technology can sensibly be integrated into a labelling context,” he added.

Sarah Melina Siebel, Director for Internal Market and Sustainability at spiritsEUROPE, said: “Large
international company signatories were among the first movers in terms of MoU roll-out and today —
with 83% — report the highest share of energy on-pack compliance. At the same time, 2023 saw a fast-
growing number of small and medium-sized producers start to implement the MoU. This shows that
our approach is working across the entire sector.”

“Looking ahead, we remain strongly committed to growing the share of bottles with both energy
information on-pack and digital labels even further this year. Ultimately, we believe this approach

should be fully harmonized and integrated into a future European Commission proposal for a revised
EU Regulation on Food Information to Consumers (FIC)”, she concluded.
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Note to editors

For more information, please contact: Sarah Melina Siebel — Director Internal Market &

Sustainability - Tel: +32 499905258 — Siebel@spirits.eu

e spiritsEUROPE is the representative body for the spirits industry at European level comprising 31
associations and 11 international companies: www.spirits.eu.

e 4th Implementation Report of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the provision of

nutrition information & ingredient listing of spirits drinks sold in the EU

e U-label by ScanTrust: https://www.scantrust.com/e-label-overview/
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