
 

   
 

 
1.2 million jobs in Europe supported by the spirits sector, finds new economic 

footprint study  
Report underscores sector’s massive tax contributions and beneficial spill-over effects on 

agriculture, hospitality & tourism 
 

Brussels, 17 November 2021 – The spirits sector supports around 1.2 million jobs in the EU, the UK, 
Norway and Switzerland (=EU+), according to a new economic footprint study launched today. This is 
about 0.5 % of the overall EU+ employment and almost approaches the size of the entire work force 
of Lithuania.   
 
Commissioned by spiritsEUROPE and prepared by the Institute of Advanced Studies in Vienna 
(Austria), the report examines the considerable positive economic impact springing from the 
production and consumption of spirits across Europe, analysing the direct employment created and 
value added in distilleries, the sector’s sizeable tax contributions as well as its beneficial indirect spill-
over effects on agriculture, hospitality and tourism (click here for a summary of key findings).  
 
The sector’s overall production turnover was estimated to amount to EUR 26.5 billion in 2019, a 
considerable increase from 2015 (+13 %). Five countries represent more than three quarters of the 
entire production: the United Kingdom is the largest producer, followed by France, Germany, Italy, 
and Poland. Ireland now takes the sixth rank. Whisky is the biggest spirit drink category in Europe in 
both value and volume, followed by brandy, vodka, flavoured & national spirits, gin and rum. 
 
The report estimates that spirits-related contributions in taxes and duties amounted to about EUR 
46.8 billion in 2019 which is more than a quarter of the annual EU budget. Around half of this 
amount was generated from VAT and excise duty imposed on spirits beverages sold in the EU+. The 
other half came from income, profit and other taxes on general economic activity along the value 
chain. Furthermore, the report presents an in-depth analysis of the sector’s considerable 
downstream value for hospitality and tourism.  
 
The overall Gross Value Added (GVA) from the production and consumption of spirits in the EU+ was 
estimated at EUR 60 billion in 2019. This was about 0.4 % of the total GVA in the EU+ and would be 
more than twice the overall GVA of Latvia. 
 
“The report demonstrates the significant and manifold contributions the spirits sector makes to 
Europe’s economy, particularly in the many rural areas where most of spirits’ production is located”, 
underlined spiritsEUROPE President Christian Porta.  
 
“Unfortunately, the COVID-19 crisis has had a massive negative impact on the numbers presented in 
this report, given the far-reaching restrictions in the hospitality sector, the dramatic drops in spirits 
tourism and declining sales, for instance, in the travel retail segment in airports. What Europe’s 
distillers and our value chain partners in hospitality and tourism now need is structural support and a 
favourable policy environment to become once again engines for jobs and growth during the 
recovery”, added Mr. Porta.  

ENDS 

https://spirits.eu/upload/files/publications/GEN.DOC-026-2021%20IHS%20Economic%20Footprint%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
https://spirits.eu/upload/files/publications/Spirits%20Europe%20report%20-%20Final%20A4.pdf


 

   
 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS 

For more information, please contact: Ulrich Adam, Director General of spiritsEUROPE-  
Tel: +32 477 63 67 adam@spirits.eu 
 

• spiritsEUROPE (www.spirits.eu) represents the interests of the spirits sector in 30 national 

associations as well as of the 10 leading multinational companies.  Distilled spirits are as diverse 

as the EU’s Member States, spanning 44 product categories and including a host of 

geographically specific products that contribute to the culture of their regions and the European 

Union.  As the leading voice of the European spirits sector, we seek to maintain and advance the 

freedom to produce and market spirits in a responsible way. 

• The economic and ecological footprint of the spirits sector in the EU, the UK, Norway and 

Switzerland – Institute for advanced Studies (Vienna): click here for the report. 

• The Faces & Places of a vibrant sector: click here for the brochure 
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